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1. Introduction 
1.1 Background 

1.1.1 This statement is submitted to the Ceredigion County Council (CCC) by Arthian Ltd. (Arthian) on 
behalf of Asgard Renewables Ltd. (the client), to provide a summary in support of an application 
seeking full planning permission for the proposed development of ‘Two covered storage lagoons 
on land adjacent to the existing Asgard Renewables - Food Waste Recycling Plant in Penparc, 
Cardigan’.  

1.1.2 The description of the Proposed Development is as below: 

“Expansion of Existing AD Facility for Proposed Siting of Two Covered Storage Lagoons, Maturation Tank 
and Associated Infrastructure at Crugmore Farm, Penparc, Cardigan.” 

1.1.3 The Proposed Development includes the formation of two fully lined lagoons (circa 6,450m3 
capacity each) and associated maturation tank on land adjacent to existing Asgard Renewables 
Plant at Crugmore Farm in Penparc. The proposed lagoons will expand the biofertiliser storage 
capacity of the applicant’s existing Anaerobic Digestion (AD) plant, and subsequently allow the 
conversion of its existing biofertiliser storage tank into a functioning digester tank. 

1.1.4 A Pre-Application enquiry was previously submitted in June 2024 (Q240104), to determine the 
council’s position in terms of the Proposed Development. The Pre-Application Response dated 
29-07-2024 identified support for the principle of the Proposed Development (refer Appendix A).   

1.1.5 This Planning Application also seeks a formal Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Screening Opinion from the Local Planning Authority as a part of the Planning Application 
process. The below technical reports are submitted in support of the Planning Application: 

 Odour Assessment and Management Plan 

 Ammonia Assessment 

 Drainage Strategy 

 Transport Assessment (including Construction Traffic Management Plan) 

 Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

 Green Infrastructure Statement 

 Preliminary Ecological Assessment – Extended Phase 1 

 Indicative Landscaping Plan 

1.2 The Applicant 

1.2.1 Asgard Renewables Limited operates an established AD facility producing biogas from food and 
agricultural wastes to fuel Combined Heat and Power (CHP) generators creating and supplying 
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up to 1MW of electricity to the National Grid. The company employees 6 full-time staff at its 
facility in Penparc, Cardigan. 

1.2.2 As part of the AD process, Asgard Renewables produces a BSI Certified ‘PAS110’ Biofertiliser 
product, which is utilised by local farmers as a cost-effective replacement to mineral based 
fertilisers. This biofertilizer is produced continually and, during winter months, stored in the 3rd 
and largest tank on the existing Asgard site awaiting crop application during the growing season. 
The biofertiliser undergoes a pasteurisation stage prior to certification as ‘PAS110’ non-waste 
product and dispatch to agricultural land. 

1.2.3 Asgard Renewables has a Natural Resources Wales (NRW) Permit (EPR/AB3097FU) to operate 
the AD plant with an annual throughput of 36,500 tonnes of waste input, however the plant has 
not yet utilised this full capacity. This is primarily due to the size of the existing 2 nos. digester 
tanks and their limited biological capacity. To utilise the full tonnage capacity of the plant, the 
company proposes (as envisioned during original conception) to convert the existing biofertiliser 
store into a functioning digester tank to provide the necessary biological capacity shortfall.  

1.2.4 The addition of two proposed lagoons will allow for sufficient digestate storage capacity to meet 
the requirements under Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZ)1 and Water Resources Regulations2, and 
to allow the potential for conversion of the existing large tank (biofertiliser store) into a 
functioning digester tank in the future.  

1.3 Need for the Development 

1.3.1 Anaerobic digestion is a process in which biodegradable matter is broken down by naturally 
occurring micro-organisms to produce biogas – a source of renewable energy, and a by-product 
known as ‘digestate’. The ‘digestate’ is a nutrient-rich substance and serves as a bio-fertiliser 
that can be spread on agricultural land.  

1.3.2 The operation of the AD plant itself requires a ‘waste operations permit’ from NRW under the 
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010 (as amended)3. However, the 

 
 

 

1  Nitrate Vulnerable Zones, GOV.UK, Available Online: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/nitrate-vulnerable-
zones.  
2  Water Resources (Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021, GOV.WALES, Available Online: 
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/water-resources-control-of-agricultural-pollution-wales-
regulations-2021-frequently-asked-questions.pdf.  
3  Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010 (as amended), GOV.UK, Available Online:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/603669608fa8f54807540920/LIT_6528.pdf  
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digestate meeting the standards under British Standards Institution’s BSI-PAS 110 4  is not 
classified as a waste product. 

1.3.3 The requirement to input waste to the permitted capacity of the AD plant is primarily driven by 
the recent introduction of the NVZ legislation. This legislation introduces ‘closed periods’ for 
application of organic materials to land. Local liquid wastes typically destined for land spreading 
are not able to be spread for 4 months period between October – February. As a permitted waste 
disposal site for liquid wastes, Asgard Renewables can utilise this waste for beneficial purposes 
i.e. production of electricity and certified biofertiliser and store it until required by growing crops. 
This creates a requirement for additional storage capacity of the biofertiliser.  

1.3.4 The Proposed Development is aimed at enhancing the Asgard AD Plant’s storage capacity for 
the nutrient rich biofertiliser which is generated as a by-product of its anaerobic digestion 
process. It will allow for the digestate to be stored on site till the optimal spreading time, to 
maximise nutrient absorption for beneficial environmental management.  

1.3.5 The Asgard AD Plant currently holds NRW Waste Permit for processing of up to 36,500 tonnes of 
waste in a year. However, due to the limited storage capacity for the digestate products in 
addition to restrictions on NVZ spreading and winter-storage, the plant only operates at 20,000 
tonnes. 

1.3.6 The development proposal is to store the finished product biofertiliser in fully lined and covered 
lagoons awaiting dispatch, this would be situated adjacent to the AD site and filled via a pipe 
from the AD site. The proposal also includes a biofertiliser maturation tank situated within the 
existing AD site to hold the biofertiliser prior to dispatching to the storage lagoon. This is primary 
to cool the biofertiliser product after it has undergone it pasteurisation stage, being treated to 
over 70C for over 1 hour. 

1.3.7 The lagoons facility provides the AD plant with its own >4 month storage facility for it biofertiliser, 
this gives the necessary flexibility to apply biofertiliser during the optimum crop growing window, 
conferring both an agricultural and environmental benefit. 

1.3.8 The introduction of two lagoons for the storage of digestate will not only increase the AD Plant’s 
storage capacity but will also allow the potential for subsequent conversion of its existing 
storage tank into a digester. This will allow the plant to increase its waste processing, this 
increase however is within the 36,500 tonnes limit already consented under the existing NRW 
permit.  

 
 

 

4  BSI PAS 110: Producing Quality Anaerobic Digestate, BSI Group, Available Online: 
https://landingpage.bsigroup.com/LandingPage/Undated?UPI=000000000030281385.  
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1.3.9 The existing AD Plant currently produces an average of 700kW on its 1MW grid-connection.  The 
Proposed Development would allow the AD Plant to produce the 300kW deficit reliably.  

1.3.10 The proposed expansion of the existing AD facility also offers the potential to increase local 
employment opportunity.  

1.4 Scope of the Planning Statement 

1.4.1 The following sections of the Planning Statement comprise of: 

 Section 2: Characteristics of the Development; 

 Section 3: Design and Access; 

 Section 4: EIA Screening Request; 

 Section 5; Planning Policy; and 

 Section 6: Summary 
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2. Characteristics of the Development 
2.1 Site Description and Context 

2.1.1 The Application Site covers an area of approximately 1.61ha and is located in the southwestern 
outskirts of the settlement of Penparc, Ceredigion in Wales as identified in Volume 2b of the 
Ceredigion Local Development Plan5. Existing Asgard AD Plant is situated immediately to the 
East of the Application Site. Further to the east is a recently developed Crug Mawr solar PV farm, 
which has been operational since 2015. 

2.1.2 The land gradates down to the South and is currently laid in ryegrass dominated improved 
grassland. The small parcel of land proposed for locating the maturation tank is laid in marshy 
grassland.  

2.1.3 The Application Site is currently accessed by a narrow informal track to the North that connects 
it to the A487 highway network via the private access serving the neighbouring Asgard 
renewables plant. 

2.1.4 While there are no trees present within the site, it is edged by a treeline hedgerow to its East. the 
Application Site is not within any protected sites (SSSI, SPA, SAC, or Scheduled Monument). The 
nearest Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Geological Conservation Review (GCR) 
identified as ‘Banc-y-Warren’ is situated approximately 240m to North-East of the site. It is 
however separated by the existing AD Plant facility. 

2.1.5 The site is generally well screened from the A487 corridor by the roadside hedges as well as 
interspersed tree clusters. It also benefits from a backdrop of shrubs and trees lining the eastern 
boundary that extends further South. Wider site topography comprises undulating land with 
hedge lined fields, the application site is consequently well screened from public view. 

2.1.6 The immediate development pattern in the area is predominantly industrial in nature with the 
Asgard Renewables site as well as the established 12.4ha Crug Mawr Solar farm located to the 
southeast. Additionally, MD Recycling - a small waste management and recycling unit is 
identified to the North-West of the site. Other primary uses include agricultural farmlands.  

 
 

 

5  Ceredigion County Council. (2013). Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2007-2022. Available Online: The Current 
Ceredigion Local Development - Ceredigion County Council 
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2.1.7 As illustrated in Figure 1, the nearest residential development includes a dwelling in association 
to agricultural land use and is located approximately 170m to the West.  Another housing group 
is located roughly 370m to the North-East of the site. 

2.2 Planning History 

2.2.1 The proposed Application Site is open agricultural farmland. There are no historic planning 
applications or consents related to the Application Site. The following historic applications are 
related to the adjoining Asgard AD Plant: 

 A230824 – Non-material amendment to planning permission - A120564 - Amendments to site 
levels, compost pad and lagoon positions and geometries, and location of planting 

 A190023 – Variation of condition 6 of planning permission A140756 volume of feedstock 

 A181127 – Variation of condition 2 of planning decision A130627 to accommodate alterations to 
the proposed scheme. (reduction in ground level; different holding and digester tanks; formation 
of an earth bund instead of concrete retaining walls and associated works) 

 A180829 – 1. Change to the number and positioning of various storage tanks used inside of the 
reception building including the omission of one SPEL tank. 2. The installation of a ventilation 
system. 3. A change to the position of the Macerator de-packager equipment inside the reception 
building and consent for an increase in its dimensions. 4. Change to configuration of the 
pasteurisers so as to allow an internal pre-heat tank to be fitted and to enlarge the dimensions of 

Figure 1: Site Context 
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the (already consented) housing surrounding the pasteurisers and (when installed) the pre-heat 
tank. 5. A change to the position of the wood chip bio-filter and a change to the dimensions. 6. The 
installation of a mixing pit. 

 A120564 - Construction of inert waste recycling and green waste composting facility and 
associated works 

 A080293 - 2.5m Landfill of inert waste materials to facilitate extension to farmyard as a raised level 
area, grassed back on completion. Average depth of fill to be 2.5m 

2.3 Proposed Development 

2.3.1 The Proposed Development primarily consists of the siting of two covered and fully-lined 
lagoons proposed to the South-West of the Asgard AD Plant, for the storage of digestate before 
it is spread over nearby agricultural fields as a biofertiliser. The lagoons will connect to the 
infrastructure of the existing AD Plant through a proposed maturation tank sited adjacent to its 
digester tanks located at the AD Plant site. 

2.3.2 The Proposed Development is aimed to enhance the existing plant’s storage for biofertiliser, 
allowing it to store digestate until the optimal spreading time. 

2.3.3 As illustrated in the Site Plan below, the key components of the Proposed Development include:  

 2 Storage Lagoons; 

 Maturation Tank; 

 Site Access, Service track, and Parking; 

 Drainage Infrastructure; 

 Security Fencing; and 

 Landscaping. 
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Figure 2 Site Plan 
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3. Design and Access 
3.1 Introduction  

3.1.1 This section provides an overview of the design approach and access provisions taken into 
consideration for the Proposed Development.  

3.2 Design Strategy 

3.2.1 As detailed in section 2.3.3, the Proposed Development comprises of: 

 2 Storage Lagoons; 

 Maturation Tank; 

 Site Access, Service track, and Parking; 

 Drainage Infrastructure; 

 Security Fencing; and 

 Landscaping. 

3.2.2 Taking into account the local topography and to minimise groundworks, the two proposed 
lagoons have been strategically sited at the southeastern edge of the Application Site, with the 
proposed maturation tank to be located further to the east adjacent to the existing tanks of the 
AD Plant. Any material from the groundworks would be used on-site, in site preparation or in the 
proposed landscaping works. No material would be taken off-site.  

3.2.3 Each of the proposed lagoons are 60m in length, 35m in width, and a depth of 3m, with 500mm 
of ‘freeboard’ at the surface. It would add approximately a total of 12,900m3 storage capacity to 
the existing AD Plant. They will be fully lined with a high-density polyethylene liner and enclosed 
by a floating covered to avoid any adverse impact on the surrounding natural environment. The 
lagoon, whilst of an impermeable clay construction, will be fully HDPE lined and include an 
integrated floating HDPE cover, effectively creating a sealed ‘bag’ within the clay bunding of the 
lagoon. The lining and covering of the lagoons would reduce the release of gases and reduce 
odour emissions to air, and risk of rainwater dilution/filling.  

3.2.4 The maturation tank would be a steel panel ‘slurry store’ type construction, circular with a 14m 
diameter and 6m high, with the capacity of 950m³. This would be sited adjacent to the existing 
biofertiliser store which has a roof top at ~12m, and within the AD plant’s impermeable bunded 
area. 

3.2.5 The proposed site layout allows for adequate space to the northwestern edge, required for the 
turning and parking of maintenance vehicles and lorries. It also includes a 10m wide service 
track surrounding the lagoons. 
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3.2.6 The Proposed Development makes provision of an underground attenuation tank to the north-
west of the site, to accommodate the surface water runoff and to help ensure that there is no 
increase in runoff over the lifetime of the development.  

3.2.7 Security features comprise of post & wire fencing proposed along the edge of the two lagoons 
as well as along the application site boundary.  

3.2.8 The proposed landscaping would include planting of new hedgerows of native species along the 
western and southern site boundary. Additionally, the banks of the lagoons will be seeded with 
a locally-sourced wildflower meadow seed-mix to ensure that they sympathetically integrate 
into the surrounding landscape and to provide biodiversity enhancement.  

3.3 Access 

3.3.1 As shown in the accompanying site layout, the operational development proposes to share the 
existing private access and junction from the A487 road which currently serves the AD Plant 
facility as well as the MD Recycling centre. An extension to this private access would be formed 
to serve the Application Site by upgrading an informal access track to a 6m wide road link.  

3.3.2 As identified in the Transport Statement, it is noted that the existing highway access is 
generously proportioned and has evidently been designed to accommodate the movements of 
HGV traffic associated with the AD plant that it serves, with 11m width and 40m wide bell mouth 
at the end. A visibility of 2.4m x 215m is currently available at the existing junction with the A487 
along both the directions, meeting the required road standards.  
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4. EIA Screening Request  
4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 EIA Screening is the process of determining whether a development falls within the remit of The 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 20176, by 
identifying whether it is likely to have significant effects on the environment.  

4.1.2 The EIA Regulations set out thresholds for Schedule 1 development, whereby an EIA is always 
required. Where a proposed development is listed on Schedule 2, an EIA may be required if 
significant effects on the environment are considered likely, by virtue of factors such as size or 
location. Where proposed developments are listed within column 1 of Schedule 2, and meet or 
exceed the thresholds in column 2, an Applicant can request an EIA Screening Opinion from the 
competent authority to determine whether EIA is required. 

4.1.3 The existing Asgard AD Plant located at Crugmore Farm generates annually approximately 1MW 
of electricity by the production of biogas through the process of anaerobic digestion. The existing 
AD Plant falls under the category of Class 3 (a) - ‘industrial installations for the production of 
electricity’ under Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations7. 

4.1.4 As the Proposed Development is considered as an expansion of the existing AD Plant Facility 
and consists of an application site area of 1.6ha, it would therefore be classified under Category 
13 (b) – ‘Changes and Extensions’ for the extension of development identified under Schedule 2. 

4.1.5 It was identified in the Pre-Application Response (refer Appendix A) that “the pre-application 
response does not therefore constitute the LPA's formal screening opinion as to whether the 
proposal is EIA development. A formal screening request will need to be submitted to the LPA 
should you wish for the LPA to adopt a formal screening opinion”. 

4.1.6 This section makes a request to the Ceredigion County Council for a formal Screening Opinion, 
to determine whether the Proposed Development is an EIA development.  

 
 

 

6  The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017, legislation.gov.uk, 
Available Online: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/contents.  
7 Government of Wales. “The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017. 
Legislation.gov.uk, 2017, Available Online: www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/2.  
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4.1.7 The remainder of this EIA Screening Statement has been prepared in accordance with the 
screening selection criteria as detailed within Schedule 38. It outlines the criteria against which 
the development should be considered: 

 Characteristics of development; 

 Location of development; and 

 Types and characteristics of the potential impact.   

4.1.8 The following sections of this statement examine the potential for significant effects on the 
environment for each topic area relevant to the proposed development. Where necessary, 
mitigation measures have been identified.  

4.2 Environmental Considerations 

4.2.1 The table below outlines the environmental considerations relevant to the Proposed 
Development. The following sections demonstrate that the proposal would not result in any 
significant adverse effect on the environment, and any potential impact would be limited and 
confined to the local area. 

Environmental Considerations Summary 

Biodiversity A Preliminary Ecological Assessment – Extended Phase 1, was undertaken 
by Landsker Ecology in May 2024 to establish the presence of protected 
species and habitat within the application site and is summarised below. 
 
The Application Site lies outwith any statutory or non-statutory designations. 
The following sites are identified in the wider surrounding area: 

 Afon Teifi SAC 1.7km SW  

 Banc y Mwldan SSSI: 1km NW  

 Banc y Warren SSSI: 250m NE & 1.2km NE  

 Afon Teifi Estuary Woodlands and Marshes SSSI 1.7km SW 
 
Reptiles 
Potential habitats for reptiles, including collapsed silage bales and 
hedgerows, were identified within the site. No specific reptile sightings were 
reported, but suitable habitats suggest the potential presence of species 
such as slow worms and lizards. 
 
Mitigation: 

 
 

 

8  The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2017, Schedule 3, 
legislation.gov.uk, Available Online: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/567/schedule/3  
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There is no predicted loss of hedgerow due to the development. A fingertip 
search for reptiles and amphibians would be conducted by a qualified 
ecologist before removing the collapsed silage bale. 
 
Great Crested Newt (GCN) 
No ponds suitable for GCN were found within the application site. Nearby 
water bodies, including streams, are not conducive to GCN habitation. 
 
Mitigation: 
4.3.9 Due to the absence of suitable GCN habitats, further surveys or 
mitigation measures are not required. 
 
Bats 
The site features habitats such as hedgerows and woodland that provide 
foraging and commuting routes for bats. Mature trees in the area offer 
potential roosting sites, though no specific structures within the application 
site were identified for bat roosting. 
 
Mitigation: 
No loss of foraging habitat is expected, and enhancements such as planting 
native species will further support bat populations. 
Artificial lighting will be avoided to prevent disturbing bat activity. 
 
Proposed landscaping measures includes planting of hedgerows along the 
west and south site boundaries, comprising of a mix of native species to 
support biodiversity enhancement.  
 

Agricultural Land As shown in Figure 3, the Application Site is primarily identified within land 
classified as Class 5, with a small section of the access situated within land 
under Class 3b. It is not known for any prime agricultural significance, and 
no mitigation measures are considered necessary.  
 

Air Quality Odour and ammonia assessments have been undertaken to evaluate any 
potential odour impacts and ammonia emissions arising from the Proposed 
Development.   
 
Odour sources include the transportation, storage, and land-spreading of 
food industry process slurry. The main source of odour is the storage of bio-
fertiliser in lagoons, which will have floating HDPE covers to minimize 
emissions. The lagoons are also a source of ammonia. 
 
The source odour potential was classified as medium. The risk of odour 
exposure was low at some receptors and negligible at others. The overall 
odour impact was considered to be not significant. 
 
The ammonia assessment concluded that ammonia emissions from the 
Proposed Development would have insignificant impacts on sensitive 
ecological receptors, with no exceedances at designated sites. 
 
Mitigation: 
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The results of the modelled ammonia assessment concludes that overall 
impacts of ammonia emissions from the Proposed Development on 
sensitive ecological receptors is predicted to be insignificant. No further 
mitigation measures are necessary. 
The results of the modelled ammonia assessment concludes that overall 
impacts of ammonia emissions from the Proposed Development on 
sensitive ecological receptors is predicted to be insignificant. No further 
mitigation measures are necessary. 
 
Mitigation measures for potential odour impact include: 

 Routine odour controls include facility design, preventative 
maintenance, staff training, and proper materials 
management to minimize odour emissions during normal 
operations 

 Potential risk factors like adverse weather, equipment failure, 
and lagoon overflow were identified. Additional controls 
include increased vigilance, prompt waste disposal, and 
regular lagoon maintenance during abnormal conditions. 

 A procedure is in place for managing odour complaints, 
including investigation, corrective actions, and 
communication with complainants. 

 The OMP will be reviewed annually or after any significant 
odour incident. All updates and incidents will be recorded in 
the Odour Management Log Book. 

 

Water Environment The nearest watercourse is an unnamed Ordinary Watercourse located 
200m south of the site, which receives the flows from local land drains 
serving the area. 
 
British Geological Survey (BGS) online mapping (1:50,000 scale) indicates 
that the majority of the site is not underlain by any superficial deposits. The 
NRW’s ‘Source Protection Zones’ data, obtained from NRW’s Interactive 
Map accessed 05/12/24, indicates that the site is not located within a 
Groundwater Source Protection Zone. 
 
The site is entirely in Flood Zone A within Welsh Governments TAN 15 
Development and Flood Risk Map and therefore is considered to be at little 
or no risk of fluvial or costal/tidal flooding. 
 
Mitigation: 
As the Application Site is not at significant risk of flooding, there no further 
mitigation is necessary. 
 
The Proposed Development makes provision of an underground attenuation 
tank to accommodate the surface water runoff and to help ensure that there 
is no increase in runoff over the lifetime of the development. The proposed 
drainage scheme includes contaminated water containment achieved using 
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a Sandfield ToggleBlok valve integrated into the proposed surface water 
drainage system. This would minimise runoff contamination effectively.  
 

Cultural Heritage & 
Archaeology 

The Application Site lies outwith any conservation areas. The closest historic 
asset is located 915m to the South-West, identified as ‘Treforgan’ (record 
no. 9892). ‘Cardigan Town Walls’ (SM Number CD141) is the nearest 
scheduled monument, located 2450m to the South-West. 
 
National Monuments Record of Wales identifies the below key assets in the 
area surrounding the Application Site: 

 Banc-y-Warren Enclosure, Crug Mawr, near Cardigan (NPRN. 
405527) - 375m to North-East 

 Solar Farm at Crugmore Farm, Penparc (NPRN. 423670) – 
184m South-East 

 Crug Mawr, site of Battle, near Cardigan (NPRN. 402323) – 
473m to North-East 

 
There is no significant direct adverse impact on the surrounding historic 
environment, or its setting anticipated from the Proposed Development. 
Furthermore, it is noted that the key assets identified above would be 
separated from the Application Site by the existing Asgard Renewables AD 
Plant, minimising any potential impact.   
 
Mitigation: 
No mitigation measures are considered necessary.  
 

Access Access to the Application Site would be provided by an existing private 
access and junction from the A487 road which currently serves the AD Plant 
facility as well as the MD Recycling centre. No new access junctions with the 
public road are proposed.  
 
An extension to this private access would be formed to serve the Application 
Site by upgrading an informal access track to a 6m wide road link.  
 
The Transport Statement identified that the existing highway access is 
generously proportioned and has evidently been designed to accommodate 
the movements of HGV traffic associated with the AD plant that it serves, 
with 11m width and 40m wide bellmouth at the end. A visibility of 2.4m x 
215m is currently available at the existing junction with the A487 along both 
the directions, meeting the required road standards. 
 

Landscape & Visual The Application Site is identified within the National Landscape Character 
Area - NLCA40 Teifi Valley, known for raised bog landscapes.  
 
Due to the low-lying nature and modest scale of the Proposed Development, 
it would integrate into the surrounding context and is not anticipated to have 
any significant adverse impact on the landscape and its setting. 
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The Maturation Tank would be located adjacent to the digester tanks of the 
AD Plant, and would largely be screened and integrated in the existing 
development pattern. The proposed lagoons would be screened by grass 
seeded bunding and would not result in any adverse visual impact.  
 
Additional screening would be provided by the proposed hedgerows along 
the western and southern site boundaries. There is no artificial lighting 
proposed, to prevent any adverse impact on the surrounding landscape.  
 
Overall, there would not be any significant adverse visual impact on the 
surrounding landscape, and the Proposed Development would be read in 
the context of the existing site. 
 

Ancient Woodland There are no ancient woodlands are located within or adjacent to the 
Application Site. 
 
The proposed site layout is aimed to retain the tree line to the East of the site, 
and is not anticipated on creating any adverse impact on the natural 
environment. 
 

Table 4.1 Environmental Considerations 

 

Figure 3 Agricultural Land Classification Map 
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4.2.2 Additionally, a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been submitted in 
support of the Planning Application. It outlines how environmental aspects of the construction 
phase are to be managed in accordance with environmental management best practice and 
legal/regulatory requirements, and is designed to mitigate and minimise construction effects on 
the environment. 

4.3 Design and Siting 

4.3.1 As a greenfield development, the proposal makes use of agricultural land classified as Class 5: 
very poor quality agricultural land (Predictive Agricultural Land Classification Map). It is not of 
any prime-agricultural significance.  

4.3.2 The Proposed Development is comparable in scale and proportion to the surrounding 
development pattern including the adjacent AD Plant facility. While the maturation tank would 
be screened by the existing landscaping, the two lagoons and bunding would be set into the 
landscape setting. 

4.3.3 The lagoons will store digestate (BSI-PAS 110) produced by the adjacent AD Plant. The plant will 
continue to operate as per the capacity approved under NRW Permit. The development is not 
anticipated to have any cumulative impact.  

4.3.4 The Proposed Development, the formation of lagoons, would not be an untypical development 
in this rural countryside location, slurry lagoons are often associated with existing agricultural 
enterprises and are common features in such settings.  

4.3.5 There would not be any significant amount of waste produced. The digestate (bio-fertiliser) to be 
stored at the lagoons (not classified as a waste) will be stored till the optimum land spreading 
period. 

4.3.6 The Application Site lies outwith any areas protected under international or national legislation 
for their ecological value which could be affected by the proposed development. The site is 
identified within the National Landscape Character Area - NLCA40 Teifi Valley, known for raised 
bog landscapes. As the proposed lagoons surrounded by bunding will integrate into the 
surrounding context, the proposal is not anticipated to have any significant adverse impact on 
the landscape and its setting. 

4.3.7 It is therefore considered that the Proposed Development would not result in any unacceptable 
significant adverse impact on the environment, and an EIA would not be required. A formal EIA 
screening opinion is requested from the Planning Authority.  
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5. Planning Policy  
5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 Section 70(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 19909 gave statutory force to a plan led 
system of development control. Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 
200410 requires planning decisions to be made in accordance with the Development Plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. 

5.1.2 This section of the Planning Statement identifies the Development Plan and policies that are 
relevant to the Proposed Development. 

5.2 Development Plan 

5.2.1 The Development Plan comprises of: 

 Planning Policy Wales11;  

 National Development Framework – Future Wales: The National Plan 204012; and 

 Ceredigion Local Development Plan 201313.  

5.2.2 The following technical advice notes are also of relevance to the Proposed Development: 

 Technical Advice Note (TAN) 6: Planning for Sustainable Rural Communities (2010)14; 

 Technical Advice Note (TAN) 12: Design (2016)15; and 

 Technical Advice Note (TAN) 23: Economic Development (2014)16 

5.3 Planning Policy Wales 

5.3.1 The key national sustainable placemaking outcomes for Wales focus on: 

 
 

 

9 Town and Country Planning Act 1990, UK Legislation. Available at: https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/8/contents  
10 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, UK Legislation. Available at: 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/contents.  
11 Welsh Government. (2018). Planning Policy Wales. Available at: Planning policy Wales | GOV.WALES  
12 Welsh Government. (2021). Future Wales: The National Plan 2040. Available at: Future Wales: the national plan 2040 | 
GOV.WALES  
13  Ceredigion County Council. (2013). Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2007-2022. Available Online: The Current 
Ceredigion Local Development - Ceredigion County Council 
14 Welsh Government. (2010). Technical Advice Note (TAN) 6: Planning for Sustainable Rural Communities. Available at: 
Technical advice notes | GOV.WALES 
15 Welsh Government. (2016). Technical Advice Note (TAN) 12: Design. Available at: Technical advice notes | GOV.WALES 
16 Welsh Government. (2014). Technical Advice Note (TAN) 23: Economic Development. Available at: Technical advice notes 
| GOV.WALES 
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 making best use of resources 

 generation of its own renewable energy 

 maximising Environmental Protection 

 limiting Environmental Impact 

 facilitating Accessible and Healthy Environments 

5.3.2 In line with these outcome priorities, the development will support the ongoing operations of the 
established AD Plant facility that minimises waste and reuses it for the generation of clean 
renewable energy and production of biofertilisers. The development itself will primarily 
contribute to the storage of biofertiliser for the optimum spreading period, replacing the need 
for artificial fertiliser and supporting decarbonisation targets. By sensitively siting it adjacent to 
the AD facility, it will further reduce carbon emissions arising from any transportation needs 
related to the storage of digestate.  

5.3.3 By siting the development adjacent to the existing AD Plant and in an area with predominant 
industrial use in the immediate context, the development will sympathetically integrate into the 
surrounding landscape and its setting. It is not anticipated to have any adverse effects on the 
character of the area. 

5.3.4 While the proposed site has limited agricultural value, the design proposals are strategically 
sited along the AD Plant facility, aimed to minimise the land required for development. 

5.4 National Development Framework – Future Wales: The National Plan 2040 

5.4.1 The Application Site is identified within the regional growth area of The Teifi Valley, as identified 
within the national framework and ‘Policy 25 – Regional Growth Areas – Mid Wales’ is of 
relevance to the proposal. 

5.4.2 The proposal will contribute to addressing the climate emergency, while protecting the 
biodiversity and natural environment in the area. It is also respectful to the land uses identified 
within the site context and follows a sensitive scale and proportion to the AD Plant. It takes into 
consideration the following key overarching policies: 

 Policy 4 – Supporting Rural Communities 

 Policy 5 – Supporting Rural Economy 

 Policy 9 – Resilient Ecological Networks and Green Infrastructure 

 Policy 25 – Regional Growth area (Mid Wales) 

5.5 Ceredigion Local Development Plan 2013 

5.5.1 The Application Site is situated in the administrative boundary of the Ceredigion County, located 
to the East of Cardigan. The plan identifies support for renewable energy infrastructure to adapt 
and mitigate against climate change. 
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5.5.2 As recognized in the local development plan, Ceredigion makes a significant contribution to the 
production of renewable energy and the reduction of carbon emissions. The existing Asgard AD 
Plant supports this by using the food and agricultural waste for the generation of clean energy. 
This also supports the conversion of waste into a nutrient-rich biofertiliser by-product, further 
reducing carbon footprint and supporting sustainable agricultural practices. 

5.5.3 The following policies from the Ceredigion LDP are of relevance to the proposal: 

Policy S01: Sustainable Growth 

5.5.4 The development is in line with the strategic objectives of this policy and would support in 
enhancing environmental management in consideration to the changes in the Water Resources 
(Control of Agricultural Pollution) (Wales) Regulations 2021. It would also contribute to the 
provision of local employment opportunities during the construction phase of the development.  

Policy S04: Linked Settlements and Other Locations  

5.5.5 While the Application Site is located in the open countryside to the East of Cardigan, it is 
associated to an existing and well-established Asgard AD Plant facility and is sited adjacent to 
the substantive built form of the facility. 

5.5.6 The Application Site is not allocated for development, but the proposal is modest in scale and is 
considered as a necessary expansion of the facility to support its ongoing operations. It is aimed 
to provide additional storage capacity for the digestate produced at the plant in response to the 
new regulations restricting land spreading of fertilisers over a period of 4 months between 
October-February.   

Policy LU25: Renewable Energy Generation 

5.5.7 This policy identifies support for the renewable energy sector to support renewable energy 
generation and reduction in carbon emissions. In line with the policy, the development would 
allow efficient operations of the existing AD Plant that generates up to 1MW of electricity, to 
allow efficient resource delivery.  

Policy LU31: Resource Recovery and Waste Management Facilities  

5.5.8 One of the key principles of this policy is to ensure that land is available for the composting and 
maturation of digestate arising from Anaerobic Digestion facilities on adjacent agricultural land.  
Criterion 4 permits composting and the maturation of digestate arising from Anaerobic Digestion 
facilities on agricultural land, with Criterion 5 permitting the co-location of facilities at or 
alongside waste producers to minimise and manage the waste that they generate at source and 
where practicable to recover energy from the remaining residual waste. 
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5.5.9 The proposed development will introduce a maturation tank with two lagoons located on 
immediately adjoining agricultural land in support of the AD Process and requirements in 
response to Water Resources regulations 2021.   

Policy LU32:  Development and the Waste Hierarchy 

5.5.10 This policy seeks to maximise the opportunities for waste to be minimised and managed 
effectively in accordance with the principles of the waste hierarchy. 

5.5.11 The Application Site is located adjacent to the existing AD Plant, on land not known for any prime 
agricultural significance. It would support the ongoing operation of the well established AD 
Plant.  

Policy DM06:  High Quality Design and Placemaking 

5.5.12 The proposal shows compliance to this policy by taking into consideration the site location and 
its surrounding context and development pattern, including the existing Anaerobic Digestion 
Plant located on adjacent land. It adopts a modest scale and is aimed to respectfully integrate 
into the landscape setting.   

Policy DM10: Design and Landscaping 

5.5.13 The proposed lagoons are positioned to take advantage of the existing topography and will be 
surrounded by grass-seeded bunding to ensure that there is no adverse impact on the visual 
setting.  

Policy DM11: Designing for Climate Change 

5.5.14 The application site is located outwith any areas at flood risk, and is resilient to climate change.  

Policy DM15: Local Biodiversity Conservation 

5.5.15 The development is not anticipated to have any adverse impact on the local biodiversity. Future 
applications will be supported by a Phase 1 habitat assessment to identify any constraints and 
required mitigation measures. 

Policy DM20: Protection of Trees, Hedgerows and Woodlands 

5.5.16 The proposed site layout is aimed to retain the tree line to the East of the site, and is not 
anticipated on creating any adverse impact on the natural environment. 
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6. Summary 
6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 The Proposed Development comprises of the expansion of the existing Asgard AD Plant for the 
siting of two digestate storage lagoons, maturation tank, and associated infrastructure on land 
at Crugmore Farm in Penparc, Cardigan. 

6.1.2 The Proposed Development is considered as an expansion of the existing AD Plant Facility, with 
the application site area of 1.6ha. As a result, it would be classified under Category 13 (b) – 
‘Changes and Extensions’ for the extension of development identified under Schedule 2. 

6.1.3 The Proposed Development is not anticipated to cause any significant adverse impact on the 
natural or built environment. Mitigation measures have been identified by the relevant 
consultants, and they will be implemented throughout the construction and operation of the 
Proposed Development. Therefore, it is not considered to be an EIA development, and an EIA is 
would not be required. A formal EIA screening opinion has been requested from the Planning 
Authority to confirm the same.  

6.1.4 The Proposed Development is respectful to the surrounding development pattern and is 
comparable in scale and proportions. It is not anticipated to have any adverse impact on the 
built and natural environment, or the landscape setting. The type of development proposed is 
fairly typical in this type of setting. There is also a location need with regards to the direct link 
with the existing Asgard development.  
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Appendix B - PAS110 Certificate 
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